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ast May at the Malice Domestic
convention I spoke on a panel

B along with three experts—true

scholars—of classical detective
fiction. The panel, called “Agatha
Christie and the Golden Age of De-
* tection,” was moderated by Professor
Douglas Greene, and included Daniel

'+ "Staghower and Martin Edwards. Our

o

discus! , Tooked not only at the
- timeless staying power of Christie,

but at the many other lesser-known -

lead with Martin Edwards’s new
book about the founding members of
the -Detection Club, and follow it

| - with several books that demon-

- students—members of a campus

strate that clever plotting is not

 limited to the Golden Age. :
xxxxx Martin Edwards, The Golden
of Murder, i

& DHINS,
$27.99. This important work looks

at the inner lives and writing careers
of Britain's great mystery writers

. between WWI and WWIL. Edwards’s
£ role as Detection- Club archivist gave
£ him access to many documernts not
» seen and stories never told before.
% Much of the book centers on the pri-
= vate lives of Agatha Christie, Dorothy
§ L. Sayers, and Anthony Berkeley and

Trenslated from the Dich by Josh Pad

the events in the world around them - :

, urger pulled around belg
~ that inspired their writing. Edwards ‘thg hl:)spital backed °
interweaves the stories of other R Packard into the spaoe&
Detection Club members ‘including est to the morgue’s !

‘GK. Chesterton, E.C. Bentley, GD.H.
and M. Cole, and John Dickson
Carr. Included are photographs and
facsimiles of documents - (including
two pages from R: Austin Freeman’s
private diary, written in a code that _ 3
to thiis day has not been cracked). :
#xxt Yukito Ayatsuji, The Decagon
House Murders, Locked Room Inter-
national, $19.99. Seven university

trance, and got out. The bit
February wind made him shi
He pushed open the door, ]
stink of Lysol crimped his nosl
calling up images of dead
ages he'd be happier liv
ithout this early in the mornd
He wheeled a gurney out o
“back of the hearse, unl . &
coffin, and headed back il
B Cich it, asking himself for’

" umpteenth time what had 1
= porting bodies across the bd
€ Yugoslavians, and Italians wd
& 1ands and families behind in §

Mystery: club—spend a week in a
strange house on'a deserted island 3
where a gruesome quadruple murder ]
took place six months earlier. One
by one, the club members (who go by -5 province in the deep south
the names of classical mystery writ-  jobs, better pay. So m{; of the
ers: Agatha, Orczy, Ellery, Carr, Poe, 3 B o milies wanted to bury ti s
Lerouz, and Van Dine) are being ¥ bank loan and buy a 1939 P4
killed off. With obvious nods to :

d oL v ‘ B five thousand kilometers on
Christie’s’ AndThen There Were - onily good for ferrying thed(ﬁ
None, the pove% is afcoptra.st of real- - possibility he hadn’t consi des
ism’ and contrivance. To illustrate, - ineworkers were dying
mldwaY'-ﬂ:r.eugh—the book several 3 money he made ‘too freely. ﬁi

characters discuss puzzles, codes, and e - “You just pis

aractet " | “You just piss the money a

magic tricks until one of them utters 4t was like the guilders burn

the name of a club member who has - ] Burger wanted, it was to enje

just died, and all are sudd.enly forced § - with his friends to watch o

back to stark reality. (Continsed p. 52) P:5sh line. And then stay on a’
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THE JURY DOX {Confimed from p- 24) Origi-
nally published in Japan in 1987, The
Decagon House Murders is credited
- with launching  the Shinhonkaku
" (neo-orthodox) movement in Japanese
crime fiction. This new translation by
Ho-Ling Wong includes an introdue-
tion by Shimada Soji and an article
about the real Kyoto University Mys-
tery Club. Also new from Locked Room
International is The House That Kills
($19.99), by Noel Vindry, considered
France’s answer to John Dickson Carr.
sx#% Ann Cleeves, Thin Air: A Shet-
land Mystery, Minotaur, $25.99.
- Cleeves, a member of the Detection
Club, is the author of several crime
series. Her novels featuring DCI Vera
Stanhope have been adapted for TV
as Vera, now in its fifth year, and her
Shetland Island series featuring de-
tective Jimmy Perez, has been adap-
ted as Shetland, now filming its third
season. Against the atmospheric back-
drop of seaside cliffs and legends of the
ghost of a young girl who dances along
the beach, a group of university friends
from London are on the island of Unst
to celebrate a classmate’s wedding—
until one of the women disappears. In

a style both brooding and beautiful, -

Cleeves tells a surprising story, illus-
trating that intelligent plotting and
“fair play” are not inconsistent with
modern tastes and sensibilities.

s+ Peter Lovesey, Down Among the
Dead Men, Soho Crime, $27.95.
Lovesey is another writer—also -a
member of the Detection Club—

whose novels are thoroughly modern.- -

(except when he writes historical fic-
tion) but whose plots play fair with
the reader. Detective Peter Diamond

has been dragged to Sussex for an -

internal investigation. Seven . years
earlier when a car thief was arrested,
he seemed as surprised as the police
by the corpse in the trunk. The thief
was charged with murder even

-S0nS. I_.ove_sey’sr‘pletting ig smart, his ~

xk* Paula Hawkins,

erx Joseph Trigoboff, Rumble in 1

though an important piece of DNA:
evidence was never filed. Now, as:
Diamond uncevers the facts behind
the arrest, he finds unsettling con-7
nections to a private school’s art
department and several missing per- 1

cote Hatch, Severn House, $28.95. 1
Florence Norris, the keenly observant §
housekeeper who debuted in Murder }
at Mullings (2014),is back. When the .
mild-mannered master of Bogmire
tumbles to his death down a flight of §
stairs, he leaves behind two nutty sis-
ters, a pretty teenaged ward, and a
house full of secrets. Recalling Flo-
rence’s deductive gkills the local 3
inspector -asks her to quietly inquire.
Cannell’s writing is infused with
clever turns of phrase of the sort you'd
expect to find in Milne or Wodehouse,
with characters as colorful as those -
in Dickens or The Canterbury Tales. 3
The Girl on the 3
Train, Riverhead Books, $26.95. Dur- :
ing her daily train ride to a nonexis- 1
tent job, an alcoholic woman passes :
the neighborhood where her ex-hus-.
band now lives with his new wife. -
Each day she voyeuristically watches 3
for a loving couple she calls “Jess and
Jason” and idealizes their perfect
marriage. But when “Jess” goes Miss-
ing, Rachel is compelled to learn ;
what happened. Told from the per-
spective of three troubled female nar- :
rators, this is a novel about obsession
and regrets.

1

Brooklyn, Bare Knuckles Press; j
$16.00. Personal memoirs are by defi- :
nition self-indulgent and often they
are either badly written or ghost- |
written. But occasionally a book will §
come along by someone with both an 1
interesting life and talent. This is
one such book. (Continved page 118) |

ELLERY QUEEN

LED lamps set into the ceiling.
Enohind the tub was a wall of one-
ot-square mMirrors with streaks
gold foil set into the silver
hind the glass.

It was going to take more than
rag and a bottle of 409 to clean

; tub after they dragged Nigel Bog

ven after the crime-scene .
guys - finished wrecking it, -
Nigel Bowles’s trailer looked
nicer than my apartment.

It wasn’t a trailer, actually, but " |
forty-two-foot motor home with
Fa fully equipped .
Fkitchen, and a wet bar that nearly ~ S
E brought me to tears. ‘ o

¥ The marble tub ;
“yoom sported a waterfall spigot -
and gold-plated knobs
spgleamed under thirty miniature

bedroom and i

in the bath-

that

crowd around the motor ho

heeled away. A couple of the girls stag
‘Jook for any face that seemed out ¢

Tuck.

gestured'to Scotty Baggs, the-@

tty was only four or five years outd
he way.a schoolkid wears a Kick Me?¥
E  “What do we know?” 1 asked.
E “The dead guy is Nigel Bowles. Yo
- “No. Fill me in.” s
«Jesus, Boy, don’t you ever wateh tel
“Pm not really a TV kind of guy”- =

- T

“ Baggs shook his head as if he exp#
-

mble to dust any minute.. - -

“Nigel Bowles is a judge on Star-Qs
“Never heard of it.” g
- “They take kids off the street,a@
§ song each week, and then one of thes
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